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Indians. But he thinks it necessary to obtain a definite assurance
from the Transvaal Government on this point. It is unnecessary
to point out to Lord Elgin the unfortunate effect upon public opi-
nion in India which must be produced by the present Bill. When
the Act of 1907 was sanctioned, Mr. Morley had not imagined that
it would be a permanent measure. He therefore trusts that Lord
Elgin will write strongly to the Transvaal Government about sub-
section 4, ,

COMMENT

On this Lord Elgin wrote to General Smuts that the Bill would be
sanctioned if an assurance was given that permits would be granted to
[Indian] chiefs and other [prominent] persons and if the section dealing
with the deportation of aliens was suitably amended. The Transvaal
Government agreed to this, and Lord Elgin put his signature on the Bill.

The Blue book gives a full account of the case of Ram Sundar.
As for land rights, the Transvaal Government told Lord Elgin plainly
that no such rights would be granted. However, we are equally
emphatic that the Indian community will enjoy land rights as well in
a few years if Indians do not prove to be self-seeking and conduct them-
selves in a manner worthy of their tradition.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908

58.   WHEREIN LIES VICTORY
We have been assured that the law will be annulled, and [the
principle of] voluntary registration has been accepted. That this is a
victory, everyone will grant. But in this article we want to approach
the question from a rather different point of view. On reflection we
find that in this world what people take to be success is in most cases
not real success. Sometimes that may signify failure rather than suc-
cess. We do not exaggerate when we say this. If someone sets out from
home with the intention of committing a robbery, and after much effort
gains his end, it may be a success from his point of view. On second
thoughts we realize that his success was in fact a defeat for him. If he
had failed, that would have been true success. This is an obvious
example, for it is easy to understand in this context. There are hundreds
of occasions in a man's life when he is unable to distinguish easily bet-
ween right and wrong. It is therefore difficult to determine whether
the achievement of one's aim is truly failure or triumph. It follows from
this that success and failure do not essentially depend on the result. Be-
sides, the result is not in one's hands. Whenever success makes a man
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